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herds, and learning that warfare and raiding are not the most important busi- 
ness of life. 

Mr. Hollis has given to this study the same competent and tireless attention 
that made him known when his "The Masai, their Language and Folk-Lore," 
was published (Oxford, 1905). His new investigations have been in progress 
much of the time for about five years, and though his book does not claim to be 
exhaustive, it is a valuable contribution to the ethnography of east Africa. His 
work makes the Nandi offshoot of the Nilotic stock, hitherto almost unknown, one 
of the best-known tribes of tropical Africa. 

Sir Charles Eliot, formerly Governor of the East African Protectorate, has 
supplied a long introduction, in which he treats with some minuteness the linguis- 
tic and other affinities of the East African section of the Nilotes — the Masai, 
Turkana, Nandi, and Suk. In part 1 the author gives 97 pages to the history 
of the tribe and a description of its social divisions, mode of subsistence, apparel, 
weapons, industries, religious belief, government and customs. The whole country 
acknowledges the overlordship of the chief medicine man. The incumbent of 
that office, during the recent troubles with the British authorities, was killed. 
Nandi folk-tales, proverbs and enigimas, fill 33 pages, and many of them do not 
lack acuteness and humour. Part II treats in 79 pages of the Nandi grammar. 
We learn that in its general construction the Nandi language resembles Masai. 
The inflections of the noun only distinguish the singular and plural. There are 
no cases and very few prepositions. The article and the relative pronoun are 
important and the verb is well developed, not only indicates person and time, but 
can assume forms which express such ideas as the direction or object of an action. 

The grammar is followed by an English-Nandi vocabulary (81 pp.), and the 
volume concludes with a list of Nandi trees, grasses, etc., the meanings of the clan 
names and a very full index. There are many half-tones and drawings of the 
people, their country, habitations, implements, etc., and a good map in colours 
shows the Nandi country and that of allied tribes and the reserves to which these 
peoples are now confined. 

The Spell of Italy. By Caroline Atwater Mason, x and 303 pp., 
many Illustrations, Index, and Map. L. C. Page & Company, Boston, 1909. 

The enthusiasm of Mrs. Mason's Italian sympathies has helped her to write a 
very charming book, such as will inspire in its readers larger interest in Italy. 
It is quite different from most travel books. There is a little avowed fiction in 
it, bright writing and pleasant humour in plenty, but the book has a serious pur- 
pose, not distinctly enunciated, but evident everywhere. It is to the uninitiated 
that the work seems to be addressed. What is the spell of Italy that has mastered 
the imagination of great poetsand prose writers of many lands and, in proper 
degree, has influenced a host of smaller minds? 

The whole book is an answer to this comprehensive question. It tells of the 
history, art, architecture, ruins, the marvel and charm of the natural setting of all 
these works of man and time from pagan' days to the present, that have pro- 
foundly influenced the thought and sentiment of those, temperamentally fitted to 
be deeply moved by the dynamic spell of Italy. The book sets forth these things 
without any tinge of obtrusive or pedantic effort, for they come easily and natur- 
ally among the descriptions and conversations. A chapter on ways and means 
will be very helpful to those who wish to travel economically and the sketches of 
some great authors who have been inspired by contact with Italian art and 
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nature are especially good. The half-tone illustrations are unhackneyed, and 
the sketch map may be a sufficient cartographic guide, poor as it is. 

Madrid. An Historical Description and Handbook of the Spanish 
Capital. By Albert F. Calvert, xxvii and 169 pp., 453 Illustrations 
outside the Text. John Lane Company, New York, and John Lane, London. 
Price, $1.25 net; postage 10c. 

Mr. Calvert is doing much to familiarize English readers with the most cele- 
brated cities and districts of Spain and its immortal painters and writers in "The 
Spanish Series" of monographs written or edited by him. Seventeen of these 
books have appeared and seven others are in preparation. The latest is this 
historical and descriptive account of Madrid, which, as the capital of Spain, the 
centre of Court affairs, and the repository of world-famous art collections, holds 
the most prominent place among cities of the Spanish world. Mr. Calvert gives 
a most readable account of the history of the city, its Court and society, the art 
of Madrid, its literature and drama, the royal armory, with its collection of arms 
and armour, and the life of the cafe, one of the most popular resorts throughout 
Spain ; and last, but not least, the sport of bull fighting, to which many pages are 
given. The author says that bull fighting, "since the days of the Moors, has 
endured as the chief recreation of all classes of the population. There is in no 
other country, any sport that can be compared with it in importance and in the 
sway of its fascination upon the public." 

A remarkable feature of the book is the 453 full-page plates, filling more than 
half the volume, most of them being photographic reproductions of the churches, 
the architectural splendours, paintings, and other art treasures, to say nothing of 
a series of 42 pictures illustrating bull fighting. The volume gives a vivid 
impression of the historical and political side of Madrid, but it is strange that the 
business aspect of the modern city should have been wholly neglected. Barcelona, 
to be sure, has been called "the life of Spain" in the commercial sense, but, for 
all that, Madrid is not merely a fashionable, pleasure seeking, and cultured centre. 

Landeskunde von Skandinavien. (Schweden, Norwegen und 
Danemark.) Von Heinrich Kerp. 138 pp., 11 Illustrations, 1 Map, 
Bibliography and Index. G. P. Goschen, Leipzig, 1904. Price, 80 pf. 
The volume is divided into three parts, each with four sections. Part 1 is a 
geographical survey of Scandinavia under which are considered (a) its position, 
boundaries, area, and horizontal and perpendicular articulation; (b) geology and 
physiography; (c) climatic and botanical zones; (d) distribution of natural and 
cultural regions as follows: Part 2 (a) the Norwegian coast; (b) the Norwegian 
mountain systems; (c) the Swedish lowlands; (d) the Danish islands and Jutland. 
Each of these natural and cultural regions is treated in relation to its landscape 
features, the origin of its surface forms, and its cultural aspects. Part 3 is an 
economic and political study of the three kingdoms. An index, a bibliography, 
and a good map complete this condensed but excellent work. The bibliography 
errs, as so many German book lists do, in not including a sufficient number of 
excellent works in other languages than German. 

Aus Deutschlands Urgeschichte. Von 6. Schwantes. iv and 183 pp., 

many Illustrations, and Index. Quelle & Meyer, Leipzig, 1909 (?). Price, M. 1.80. 

The purpose of the author is to interest the youth and general public of 

Germany in the ancient history of their country, as revealed in finds of human 



